
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



84 William and Maey College "Qtjaktekly. 

Virginians had lost their mercantile character at the beginning 
of the nineteenth century, and till lately they did not admire 
merchants. 

E. H. Lee said that "the spirit of commerce throughout the 
world is a spirit of avarice." In his message to the Legislature 
in 1810, Governor Tyler said : "Commerce is certainly beneficial 
to society in a secondary degree, but it produces also what is 
called citizens of the world — the worst citizens in the world — 
who, having no attachment to any country, make themselves 
wings to fly away from impending dangers." 

With the destruction of negro slavery, the Virginians seem to 
be gradually losing their rustic simplicity and returning to the 
worldly character of the first English settlers. The country dis- 
tricts are in a measure being deserted and the towns are building 
up. They do not say now in Virginia that "they played a man 
an English trick," but the "Virginia Yankee" is a common 
phrase to designate a money-making man. 



LETTEES OP HUME FAMILY. 
(-See Vol. VI., page 251.) 

George Hume came to Virginia in 1721. His father was Laird George 
Hume, of Wedderburn Castle, Berwickshire, Scotland, who died in 1720. 
He had married October 4, 1095, Margaret, daughter of Sir Patrick 
Hume, of Lumsden, and of this marriage there survived him six sons, 
namely, David, who succeeded him as Laird, and died without issue in 
1704; George, Patrick, Francis, John and James, and three daughters, 
Margaret, Isabell (who married a cousin, Ninian Hume, of Jardensfield) , 
and Jane, who married Rev. John Todd, of "Lady Kirk." 

George, the second of the six sons, is the progenitor of our family in 
America, and the only one who married and left issue. He was born 
at Wedderburn Castle, near Berwick, on the Tweed, Berwickshire, Scot- 
land, May 30, 1697, and came to Orange county, Va., in 1721, and 
engaged in land surveying as an occupation, the bond given being on 
record in Orange Court-house. He married Elizabeth Proctor, of Fred- 
ericksburg, Va., in 1728, and died in 1700, leaving six children, all sons. 
As surveyor of Spotsylvania county he made the first survey of the pres- 
ent city of Fredericksburg {Bening's Stats. V., p. 197) . His uncle, Fran- 
cis Hume, fought on the side of the Pretender, and was one of the politi- 
cal prisoners sold in Virginia in 1710, after the battle of "Preston 
Pans." He became factor for Governor Spotswood. (See Quarterly 
V, pp. 207-208.) 
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Letter of Jas. Hume on board his ship ; Hastings, York Eiver, June ye 
24th, 1743, to his brother George Hume — Virginia. He was killed 
on board the Fire Ship Pluto in 1758, in the first cruize he made 
after he was made commander of the vessel : 

Hastings, York Eiver, June y e 24 th , 1743. 

D r B r . — I have y e pleasure to acquaint you that we arrived here 
•on Tuesday last. I had some thoughts before our arrival to have 
■done myself the pleasure of 'waiting on you, but am obliged to 
give over that thought at present, for we have had a long passage, 
and y 8 ship wants a good dale of overhauling amongst the rig- 
ging, and it is impossible for me to be spared, and Capt n Dan- 
dridge being the senior Capt n is in great hurry to have us out 
again. We are to relieve y e St. Sea Castle and to be stationed 
here some time. If it suits with your convanieney I should be 
glad to have y"* happiness of seeing you here. 

There is no news of particular worth mentioning till we have 
ihe pleasure of meeting, any further than all friends are well, 
John excepted, but he is much the better of going to Scotland. 
I am Your most aff' Broy r , Jas. Hume. 

P. S. — If you should write to me, direct to Lieut, of his Maj st 
Ship Hastings, York. We have brought a very good prize with 

T1S. 



Xetter of Jas. Hume, on board his ship in Hampton Roads, to his brother 
George Hume — Virginia. April ye 17th, 1744: 

Hastings, Hampton Road, April y 8 17 th , 1744. 
D r Broy r . — I have y e pleasure to acquaint you we arr.d here 
from Antegua y* 13th inst. in 15 days' passage. I have some 
thoughts of being in Williamsburgh soon, but if I should not 
have an opportunity, I shall be glad to see you abd. You'll hear 
when you come to the court whether we are gone a cruize or not. 
I have nothing particular any farther than we had not the good 
fortune to meet w th anything since our departure from this 
place. Jack is well and desires his duty to you all. I am 

Your most aff* Broy r , Jas. Hume. 

P. S. — I have heard nothing of the bear skin you sent to Mr. 
Dixon, he being in y e country. I desire when you come down 
you'll bring y e Ginsang and different sorts of snake roots. If we 
should be gone out send them to Mr. Charles at York. 
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Letter of Jas. Hume, on board his ship in Hampton Roads, to his brother 
G. Hume in Virginia. June 24, 1744: 

Hastings, Hampton Koad, June y e 24 th , 1744. 
D r Broy r . — I rec d yours of y e 13th instant. The ship is going 
up to Norfolk to heave down, but there's a sloop fitting out for a 
privateer to guard y e coast till y e ship come down again, and she 
is to be manned out of our ship's company, and I believe I shall 
command her, but T intend to leave Jno. abd in order to go to 
school at Norfolk, w ch I think is much better than going to sea 
in a small vessel w th me. If you can have a good opportunity you 
may send y 8 snake roots and Ginsang; if not, bring it yourself, 
as you promised Lord Bauff some; let it be put up from mine, 
and if you should come down and I may be gone to sea in y e 
sloop, you'll be sure to see Jno. at Norfolk, and likewise the rest 
of y 8 gentlemen, who will be glad to see you, and leave what snake 
roots and ginsang you intend for me at Mrs. Bordland's in 
Hampton, as I shall be once a month or five weeks there. The 
gentlemen of the mess desire their comp ts to you. John desires 
his duty to you and Mother, and love to his Brothers. I am 

Your most aff' Broy r , Jas. Hitme.* 

This sloop is to be fitted out at the expense of the colony, but 
manned and victualed by the King. 

* This brother James was killed in the spring of 1758, commanding 
the Fire Ship Pluto, whilst engaging a French letter of marque ship in 
the bay of Biscay. 



Letter of George Hume to his sister Isabell, the wife of Ninian Home : 

Dear Sister Isabell : I had the favour of a letter from you 
by James Hunter, dated y 8 22 nd of March, 1747. I sent you an 
answer, but have had none from you since. You cannot but have 
opportunities enough and should be glad to hear from you, how 
you are, as also all enqr. friends. Am glad to hear you are so 
well settled at home, and w ch I hope will be your satisfaction, and 
I imagine by this time our Broy r Jno. is also settled at home, 
and also glad to hear our mother is so well, who I am certain 
must be old and infirm by y s time. The county I live in was 
divided last Assembly, and y e part I live in is called Culpeper, 
y e other of Orange still, wherefore direct for me living in y e fork 
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of Eappahannock river, Culpeper county, Virginia. I am very 
■well and in good health, however I find myself fail and not able 
to walk the mountains as I have done. I have had so much eold 
and endured so much hardships over our mountains it will make 
old whether I will or not. Pray remember me to all friends as 
enquire after me. I am Your aff ate B r , G. hume. 



Letter of George Hume, of Virginia, to his brother, Doctor Jno. Hume, 
Wedderburn, Berwickshire, Scotland, who was a surgeon in th& 
British Navy: 

Dear Brother: I understood by Willie Hunter you wrote 
by him last year to me, but he, not knowing who I was, and y e 

letter being directed to me living in Bap n , gave it to y e , who 

carried it around to , y 4 after all y e inquiry I could not make- 
out nor hear of it, though should have been heartily glad to have 
heard from you. May you let me hear from you by y e first oppor- 
tunity, and pray let me know how all was at home, and if our old 
mother is alive, and how all affairs stand, which would be a very 
great satisfaction to me at such a distance. I have no news to- 
write to you, only I am hoping this will find you and all my 
Broyrs and sisters in y e same condition, very well. Still travel- 
ling about in y e backwoods over our great country, and it in- 
creases so fast, I still find some business. Y e King's business 
were over very slack, most of y e lands as belongs to y e crown be- 
ing surveyed, but have got into y e Lord Fairfax business, being 
proprietors of y** 1ST. Neck of Virginia, and being now in y 6 coun- 
try himself, which I hope will hold g a . You will let me hear 
from you by y e first opportunity and send your letters for me to 
Mr. Jno. Hunter in Duns, directed to the care of Mr. Wm. and 
James Hunter, merchants in Fredericksburg, Bap n Biver, Virg a , 
and I shall be sure of them. I shall add no more at present, only 
hoping you will let me hear from you soon as possible and re- 
member my duty to my mother if alive. With love to all my 
brothers and sisters, and I remain 

Your loving B r , G. hume. 

Fb r f 15 th , 1751. 

To Doctor Jno. Hume, at Wedderburn, near Berwick on 
Tweed. 
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letter of George Hume, of Culpeper county, Va., August 22nd, 1754, to 
his brother, Cap* Jno. Hume, directed to Wedderburn, Scotland, who 
was in the British Navy, and died August 30ts, 1758. 

Dear Bro 3 "* : I take y e opportunity to let you know we are all 
well only I am grown so crazy, no more fit to go in the back- 
woods; our country is so far back settled that we are obliged to 
go above 100 miles before I can come to work. I am so broke by 
y* 5 hardships I have endured in lying in y e backwoods that we are 
obliged to go, also have lost my sight so far that without specta- 
cles I scarce discern y* degrees of my compass y* it kills me to 
travel so far and over such mountains as you know we have, and 
of late have been very much afflicted by old colds and lying out 
so much w ch now begins to come upon me. When James was in 
y e county I was always telling him I used to go to y e Branches 
of Mississippy to survey land there, and he used to laugh at me, 
thinking it impossible, as I believe however it has now proved 
true, for we have at last met w th y* French. A parcel of gentlemen 
who have got a grant from y e king for a great deal of land in this 
a branch of Mississippy and last spring built a fort on this river. 
T e French let y m alone till finished, then came and took posses- 
sion without bloodshed, but before that I do not understand any 
damage to our back settlers, only built forts I suppose to stop us 
from coming any nearer, we thinking the land belongs to us, and 
they think it belongs y m . And there was a great noise went about 
the French were coming upon us. Several young men listed 
themselves, beat up for volnteers, and I believe got about or 
near 400 in Virg", who went out against y* French, and at the 
same time raised an army also, and some time since about y 15 end 
of May last a party of our soldiers met with a party of the 
French. I am informed by y e French prisoners whom I saw, 
there were 35 of y m , and 32 of our men, besides some of our 
Indians had a skirmish, and I understand our men killed 9 of y 8 
French, one got away and y e rest they took prisoners and sent 
down to Williamsburg, and we only lost one man. Our men 
built a fort on y e same river Ohio as the French and some dis- 
tance from theirs, wherein our men lay and I imagine intended 
to lay by for some more recruits, being far inferior in numbers to 
y e French. We had I believe some come from New York, and 
2 or 3 hundred from Carolina, who were to go under the com- 
mand of one Col. Ennes, a Scotsman from Carolina, who was to 
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be chief commander, but before they got out to our army y 8 
French set on ours and have quite beat y m with a great slaughter 
on both sides. Our men behaved very well, but being so far 

inferior in numbers to y 6 French, they being to be good 

and but between 3 or 400 men were obliged to yield, quit -f field, 
make peace for one year, and none of us to go over y e Alleghany 
mountains, which they say belongs to y e King of France. Since 
what will be y e event I know not yet. That I am obliged to give 
out going so far, I content myself with a little business about 
home, for unless I were to move 2 or 3 hundred miles further 
back, it. would not be worth my while to move, and y* is what I 
can not think of doing if I can make any other shift. I have 
taken your advice about my sons. I have two now of age. Geo. 
and Francis. Geo. follows my business however, he is very care- 
ful and industrious, but unless he goes 3 or 400 miles back it will 
not be worth his while, tho he works now for me and I am in 
hopes he will do well. Francis is the planter and I am in hopes 
he will do well. As for John I am in hopes he may do well 
enough, but I could never persuade him to go in a merchant ship 
though, he never will, and the eapt" as brought him in offered 
him his mates place if he would go home again with him, but he 
would not go and still wants to be in a King's ship. I have 3 
younger sons, no daughters. Am glad to hear our Moth r holds it 
so well. Pray give my duty to her, with my respects to y e Doctor 
and Laird. I am Your most affectionate Brother, 

G. HUME. 

Culpepper Co., Virg\ Aug. 22 nd , 1754. 

P. S. — Should be glad to hear from James or in what place 
or nation he is in. 

Our assembly are soon sitting I believe chiefly on y* occurrence, 
if, we shall soon hear. I have no oy r news to tell you — money is 
so scarce it is a rare thing to see a dollar, and at publick places 
where great monied men will bet on cock fights, horse races, 
etc., y 6 noise is not now as it used to be — one pistol to 2 or 3 pis- 
toles to one — it is now common cry 2 cows and calves to one or 3 
to one or sometimes 4 hogsheads tob° to one and y* gives no price, 
so I do not know how we shall maintain a war, y French very 
much y e advantage of us. G. hume. 

To Capt" Jno. Hume, at Wedderbum. Politeness to the care 
of Mr. John Hunter, merchant in Duns, Scotland. 
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Letter of N. Hume, who married Isabell Hume, sister of George Hume, 
of Virginia. January 30, 1759: 

Braxton, Jan y 30 th , 1759. 

Dear Sir: I have the pleasure of both your letters — one of 
Aug', 1757, 1 rec 4 a year after y e date. Am sorry to tell you that 
James was killed in spring last engaging a French letter of 
marque ship in the bay of Biscay; it was hard to be killed in his 
first cruize and just when life became tolerable to him. I am 
sure he dearly earned what he got and think he merited a better 
fate, but that nowadays is too little minded — poor man, he is 
gone and I hope is happy. 

Your brother, the Capt n , who had been long afflicted with the 
gout, died 30 th of Aug. last. Can not inform you how they set- 
tled their affairs, as none of your brothers spoke to me of it. 
Lady Wedderburn looks as well as she has some twenty years 
past — walks upon crutches, occasioned by a fall she got about 
three years agoe. The Laird has been dangerously ill of a fever 
— is now seemingly well, but recovers his strength slowly. The 
Doctor is but tender — keeps his health pretty well by care and 
regular living. This is a melancholy subject which I sincerely 
sympathize with you in. I delivered my cousin's letter to his 
sister, which she has answered. My family I hope are all well, 
but dispersed. Mnian has been settled in St. Christopher's these 
three years past. George is following out his business as a 
writer, have got him appointed commisar of Landes, tho of small 
profit may be a means to bring him into business. My oldest 
daughter has been with her grandmother this four years past. 
Have y* young boy Frank and two daughters at home. I regret 
your situation in time of war, but hope you are now safe, and if 
the next campaign be as successful as the last, I hope the French 
will be driven out of American — at least will be confined within 
very narrow limits. All your friends at Edin br are well. My 
two youngest brothers, David and Tom, have been very luckee — 
the first has been but about three or four years in the army, and 
has now a troop in the Scots Grays, now in Germany; the other 
is a Lef tenant in the Scots fusilers at Gibralter. The Doctor rec d 
yours of Aug., 1757, and I hear honoured your Draft. You are 
no higher taxed than we are in this country — fourteen millions 
here to be raised for the service of the current year. My wife 
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-would have wrote by this opportunity, hut delayed it until an- 
other. Shall always be glad to hear of you and family's well 
being. I am 

Your most ob* serv', N. Home. 



MARBIAGE BONDS IN GOOCHLAND COUNTY. 
(Continued from Vol. VII., p. 198.) 

December 24, '81. Martin Palmer to Elizabeth Powers ; sec, 
Maddison Powers. Wm. Powers consents to daus. m'ge. 

October 23, '85. Edward Houchens to Nancy Clements ; sec, 
Jesse Clements. 

August 15, '85. Wm. Poore to Judith Sampson; sec, Wm. 
Sampson. 

July 4, '88. Wm. Hatcher to Jane L. Mayo; sec, Eobert 
Mayo. 

October 17, '83. Wm. Bedford to Susanna Ellis; sec, Archer 
Pledge. 

December 18, '82. Matthew Nightingale to Judith Perkins; 
sec, Maddison Powers. 

April 16, '84. Howell Lewis to Anne Boiling; sec, Bobert 
Lewis, Jun. ; witn., John Boiling, Jr., John Woodson, Jr. John 
Boiling consents to dau's m'ge. 

August 30, '81. David Mullins to Bosanna Herndon; sec, 
James William. 

March 17, '82. David Mitchell to Betzsy Cosby; sec, Geo. 
Payne. 

September 28, '85. Joseph Green to Lydia Wood; sec, 
Stephen Crouch. 

October 17, '84. David Nowlin to Ann Powell; sec, Daniel 
Arton. William Powell consents to dau's m'ge. 

February 19, '86. John Bountree to Lucy Gordon; sec, John 
^Gordon, who writes consents for his dau., and Bandall Bountree, 
who consents for his son. 

February 7, 1787. Bobert Poor to Eliza Mimms; sec, Gideon 
Mimms. 

May 29, '87. Isaac Robinson to Elizabeth Wingneld; sec, 
Daniel Clark. 

October 30, '87. Eobert Scott to Tabitha Hopper. 



